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Aim

Subtraction methods and mental strategies.  Subtraction activities.
Introduction

Substraction is the opposite (or inverse) of addition.  For example, if we start with 17 and add 6, the answer is 23 (i.e. 17 + 6 = 23).  If we now start with 23 and subtract 6, the answer is 17 (i.e. 23 – 6 = 17).  So the opposite (or inverse) of adding 6 is subtracting 6.

To find the difference between 2 numbers, subtract the smaller from the larger.
Content

	Learning Activity
	Timing
	Resources / References

	Subtraction
	
	

	[Pens down and pay attention to the examples]

Review each problem – students do the problem, then as a class we discuss ways various people do it.  Construct each problem as a mind map.
	
	

	1. 12 – 7 = 5
Did you just know?
Did you count up from 7?
	
	

	2. 23 – 19 = 4
Did you count up from 19?
	
	

	3. 42 – 27 = 15
27 + 3 = 30
30 + 12 = 42
So, 3 + 12 = 15
	
	

	4. 323 – 47
323 – 23 = 300, then 300 – 24 = 276
Draw on empty number line…
	
	

	5. 494 – 395
494 – 394 = 100, then 100 – 1 = 99
	
	

	6. Find 304 - 128.
Make a mental estimate first.
304 is approximately 300.  And we know a relationship between 300 and 150, so let’s use 150 as an approximation for 128.  So, 300 – 150 = 150.  So, our answer will be approximately 150.
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We can’t subtract 8 from 4, so we add a ten to the top number, but we also have to add ten to the bottom number.  Now, 14 – 8 = 6.

We can’t subtract 3 from 1, so we add a hundred to the top number, and also the bottom number.  Now, 11 – 3=7.

Finally, 3 – 2, we can do = 1.


	
	

	[image: image3.png]2 e,

§ YA
129

[ 86




In Method 2, we can’t subtract 4 from 8, so we trade 1 ten from the 1 column.  Now 14-8 = 6.  We can’t subtract 2 from 0, so we trade 1 hundred from the 3.  Now, 10 – 2 = 8.  Finally, 2 – 1 = 1.
	
	If having difficulties, use the place value columns:
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	Worksheet
	
	ws_7_subtraction-review.pdf

	Activity

· “Subtraction of Whole Numbers” join the dots.

· Subtract 100 game.
	
	Subtract 100.doc


Conclusion

Subtraction is the opposite to addition.

Remember, to make a mental estimate before undertaking an operation.
